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Not too Lite. 

"IV not too late, 'tit* not too late, 
To seek ad mission at the gate ; 
The dews of life, its morning gleams 
Have faded out like misty dreams ; 
The joyous hopes that cheered mo then, 
Have vanished far beyond my ken ; 
Bui lo ! a promise speaks to me, 
"There's yet a resting place lor thee V* 

'Tie not too late, 'tie not too late 
To seek that treasure, rich aud great, 
That peace of mind, that precious rest 
Which Chrint has promised to the blest ; 
To cost a war this care and gloom, 
And give the heavenly message room. 

'Tin not too late, 'tis not too late ! . 
But oh ! poor heart! no longer wait ; 
For year by year, and day by day, 
And hour by hour, thou'rt drawn astray 
Still farther on the downward way ; 
And Mercy will not always plead, 
Nor Christ forever intercede. 

— Selected. 


Incentive to Youthful Devotion. 

JiV S. C. GAKVEK. 

I earnestly wish that I could induce all young 
persons to divest religion of every gloomy and re- 
pulsive association ; to feel that it does not consist, 
as some would fain represent it, in solemn looks 
and a sanctified demeanor; or in an affected fond- 
ness for sermons, or long prayers ; but that, proper- 
ly understood it ia — and especially for the young — a 
cheerful and lightsome spirit, reposing with affec- 
tionate confidence iu an Almighty Father; unal- 
loyed with tear, unshaken by distrust. 

Would you have within your bosom that peace 
which the world can neither give nor take away r 
Would you possess a source ot the purest and 
sweetest pleasures ? Would you have that high- 
est of all blessings: a disposition to relish iu their 
highest perfection, all the pure and rational enjoy- 
ments of lile? 

Then, let me conjure you to cherish a spirit of 
devotion, a simple- heaYted, fervent and affectionate 
piety. 

Accustom yourselves to conceive of God, as a 
merciful and gracious parent, continually looking 
down upon you, with the tenderest concern, and 
inviting you to be good, only that you may be- 
come everlastingly happy. Consider yourselves 
as placed upon earth for the express purpose of 
doing the will ol (rod ; aud remember, if this be 
your constant object, whatever trials, disappoint- 
ments and sorrows, you may be doomed to exper- 
ience, you will be sustained under them all by the 
noblest consolation. 

With a view of keeping up a perpetual sense of 
your dependence upon God, never omit to seek 
him habitually in prayer and lo connect the thought 
of him with all that is affecting and impressive in 
the events of your lives ; with all that is stupend- 
ous, vast and beautiful, in the productions of his 
creative power and skill. 

Whatever excites you, whatever in the world of 
nature, or the world of man, strikes you as new 
and extraordinary, refer it all to God ; discover in 
it some token of his providence, some proof ot his 
goodness ; convert it into some fresh occasion of 
praising and blessing his holy and venerable name. 

Do not regard the exercise of devotion as a bare 
duty which, a merit in itself, however it is perform- 
ed, recurs to you as a privilege and a happi- 
ness, which ennobles and purifies your nature, and 
binds you, by the bolieBt of ties, to the greatest 
and best of all beings. When you consider what 
God is and what he has done when you cast your 
eyes dyer the broad field of creation, which he has 
replenished with so many beautiful objects or 
raise them to the brilliant canopy of heaven, where 
other worlds and systems of worlds beam upon the 
wandering view ; wnen day and night, summer and 
winter, seed-time and harvest; when the things 
most familiar to you, the very structure of your 
own bodily frame, aud that principle of conscious 
life and intelligence which glows within you — all 
speak to you of God, and call upon your awakened 
hearts to tremble and adore ; when to a being thus 
vast, you are permitted to approach him in prayer; 
when you are encouraged to address him by the 
endearing name of a "Father in Heaven," and 
with all the confidence and ingenuousness of affec- 


tionate children, to tell him your wants and your 
fearB and earnestly to beseech him for a continu- 
ance of his mercies, you can not, my young friends, 
regard the exercise of devotion as a task, but 
must rejoice in it as an unspeakable privilege, to 
hold direct intercourse with that great and good 
being, that unseen but universal spirit, to whose 
presence all things in Heaven and on earth bear 
witness, and in whom we all live, move, and, have 
our being. 

Thus excite and cherish the spirit of devotion, 
while yet in your youth. Whenever any thing 
touches your hearts, or powerfully appeals to your 
moral feelings, give way to the religious impulse 
of the occasion, and send up a silent prayer to the 
power who heareth in secret, and in your daily ad- 
dress to God do not confine yourself to any stated 
form of words, which may be repeated mechanically 
without any concurrence either of the heart or the 
head ; but after having reviewed the mercies of 
your particular condition, alter having collected 
your thoughts, and endeavored to ascertain the 
wants aud weakness of your own character, give 
utterance in the Bimple and unstudied language 
which comes spontaneously to the lips, to all those 
emotions of gratitude and holy fear, of submission 
and trust, which can nut fail to arise in your 
hearts, when you have previously reflected what 
you are, and find yourselves in the presence of an 
Almighty God. 

A life in any sphere, that is the expression and 
out flow of an honest and earnest and loving heart, 
taking council only ol God and itself will be certain 
to he a life ol beneficence in the beet possible di- 
rections. 

Oh 1 show we where is He, 

The high arid Holy one, 

To wlioiu thou hendeat the knee, 

And prayest, "Thy will be done." 

I hear thy souk ot praina, 

And lo I no form Is near ; 

Thine eyea I see the raise, 

But where doth God appear V 

Oh ! teach ma who is Hod, 

And where his glories shine, 

That 1 may kneel and pray, 

And call thy ''Father mine. 
Kead at the S. S. Convention held at Louisville, Ohio, June 12th. 


Come to Jesus. 

BY HUSK I. K1MMKL 

I have often noticed through the columns of the 
Evangelist, accounts of souls coming to Christ. 

I have often been made to rejoice to know that 
sinners are coining home to Jeeus. I have often 
wondered why so many do reject him from time to 
time when he is so merciful in sparing their lives 
and supplying ill their temporal wants, 

Dear sinner, "he is to day standing at the door of 
your hearts knocking for admittance: will you 
open unto him, who has done so much for you, 
who has suffered and died that you might live ? 
I think I hear someone say, go thy way today and 
some more convenient season I will call on thee. 
sinner, Arise ! this is the day of salvation. 
Wake up and behold, the night is far spent, the 
day is at hand, and the enemy of thy soul has been 
richly feasting on his prey while thou wast asleep 
in the mire of sin! Art thou unconscious of all this! 
Behold thy fields of choked wheat and thrifty tares, 
fast ripening for the harvest. Meditate upon thy 
harvest. What are thy prospects? are they not 
blighted ? We will certainly reap what we sjw • 
if we sow to the flesh we shall of the flesh reap 
corruption, but if we sow to the spirit we shall of 
the spirit reap life everlasting. Oh what & bless- 
ed thought to reap eternal life. 

Then why not come to-day. Do not wait for 
to-morrow, for we have no promise of to morrow, 
and we do not know how soon death will claim us. 
for its own., Death has come to many in the bloom 
of youth, who seemed to bid fair for long life. 
They no doubt thought they would have plenty of 
time to make the necessary preparations, and so 
put off the one thing needful until it was too late. 

Oh then how needful it is that we obey the 
command of our Savior \ "Be ye also ready, for 
in such an hour that ye think not, the Son of Man 
cometh," and that we improve our days and turn 
our faces heavenward, that we do our souls justice 
and that we save them from a fearful looking for- 
ward to judgment and fiery indignation. 

Then it shall be well with us and we shall be 


comforted aid our fields shall no more produce 
unto us tares, bat from the good seed which we 
sow shall we reap an abundant harvest. We 
shall also have the smiles, the light, and beautiful 
countenance of Jesus, our best friend, to shine 
about our pathway of life, and to strengthen, cheer 
and animate our Souls as we are making our way 
for the habitation of the blest. 
Mc Louth, Kane., June 8, '86. 


Seeing and Hearing, 
BY J. P. WAXTTW, 

My caption U suggestive of wide spread oom- 
prebesion; its suggestive propensities may be all 
there is of it. I will leave that to the reader to t 
determine. 

The question of "doctrine" has been agitated 
considerably of late, in the columns of the Evangel- 
ist. I want to shake hands with Bashor, 
McFaden, and Holsiuger, for their cleancut ideas 
of doctrine. Now I am not a Dunkard, nor do I 
care to be called one any more than I would that 
you should call me a Methodist; but what I am I am 
by the grace of God, and His grace is manifest to 
mc, not by the will of the flesh but by the practic- 
al demonstration of His Word, which is able to 
sanctify me. Not every one who is disposed to 
cry, Lord, Lord, will be of the sanctified, "royal 
priesthood," but they that do the will of the Father. I 
This doing the will of God is not expected to be 
done in the same manner that a machine threshes 
grain, neither is it expected that one must have a 
cart load ofXX, refined, modernized, theological 
condensed, spiritualized nonsense; but one must 
emphatically have a little common sense, and as 
much good old fashioned confidence in God as can 
oe utilized. 

In speaking of some of the ordinances, some 

writers— not the above named, I am glad to say 

are prone to place them so far up in the spiritual 
atmosphere thai us poor mundane creepers are 
lost in the magnitude of that enchantment they are 
pleased to place about them. If there is any 
mystery in the washing of the saints' feet that is a 
more powerful incentive than the literal, "Ye 
ought to wash one another's feet," I am willing to 
take it up when I study the "higher branches" in 
the college of heaven ; but for present use the plain 
teachings of my Master are quite sufficient to en- 
gross my time. I am led to believe that, because 
Jesus gave the example and now requests that I 
do as he has done, I am justified in doing them 
for the simple reason that Jesus desires it, aside 
from whatever its symbolical significance may 
be — simply to do what Jesus requires is sufficient 
to qualify any one for His kingdom, providing it 
is done in confidence. 

Some of our writers are denouncing the preach- 
ing, beyond a very limited degree, of those goBpel ' 
doctrines which distinguish the Brethren from " 
popular religious sects of the day; if those milk and 
water fledglings are afraid our peculiar observances 
will make us unpopular, and if popularity is what 
they are seeking, then my advice to them would be 
to quit the church, shake hands with the devil on 
his side of the fence and sail under proper colors. 
I have occasionally preached in the territory work- 
ed by this class of preachers, and the verdict often 
is, you preach more solid doctrine in one sermon 
than our minister does in a whole year. Now 
this is not because I am such a profound doctrinal 
expounder, but because they are such refined 
emotional players — playing any piece you want 
to the most popular airs. 

I am pained to see the proneness of our sect 
to run into the grooves of popular sentiment; it is 
not wonderful, however, when preachers will persist 
in enforcing, both by word and action, the idea up- 
on the public mind that to become a christian will 
make one popular in the eyes of society. A great- 
er non scriptural idea never entered the Christian 
econemy than the one, that popularity is the result 
of Christian deeds. It did not have that result 
with Christ — he was very unpopular, especially 
with religionists. • ' 

You will notice that I have written very plain- 
ly ; I don't think it quite necessary to use two words 
to make a thought ambiguous, when one will sim- 
plify it. 


